SENIOR'S SLUMP ENDS WITH 23; UK NOW 11-0
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Kentucky Coach Rick Pitino offered some odd-sounding advice to Dale Brown: Keep shooting.

To Brown, scoreless in UK's last two games, that sounded like advising a turn in the wrong direction. Or get inside the punching range of a powerful boxer.

"I didn't want to keep shooting," Brown said. "It messes up your percentage."

But fire away, Brown did. And, after missing his first five attempts last night, he helped shoot No. 2 Kentucky to an 84-70 victory over Tennessee.

Brown scored 23 points, one shy of his career high. He hit five of nine three-point shots. Three came deep into the first half when Tennessee rode irrepressible Allan Houston to a contending position.

The fourth-largest crowd in Rupp Arena history -- 24,305 -- couldn't relax until Brown scored six straight points in the final 1:13 to clinch the victory.

While Kentucky improved to 11-0, Tennessee made amends for an embarrassing home loss to South Carolina last Wednesday. But the Vols still fell to 6-5, a defeat Coach Wade Houston laid in Brown's lap.

"You're not going to stop Jamal Mashburn from scoring," the Tennessee coach said of UK's answer to Allan Houston. "But I think Dale did a good job. . . . As it turned out, Brown made the plays that were keys in the game."

UK Coach Rick Pitino cited a pep talk and the power of prayer for Brown's sudden burst on offense. Pitino offered a pep talk because he noticed Brown becoming hesitant to shoot.

"I said I didn't care if he was 0-for-30 . . .," Pitino said. ''(Brown's) game is too valuable to worry about those things."

Worry, Brown did, though not necessarily because he shot zip-for-seven (five misses on three-pointers) in Kentucky's last two games.

"I wasn't down for not scoring," Brown said. "I was down for missing open shots."

Brown worked extra on his shooting before practice the last two days. He estimated he put up 300 extra shots each day.

Brown didn't forget his shooting slump when he said the pre-game prayer. He didn't let his teammates hear him seek divine intervention.

"But I prayed it to myself," he said.

Brown led UK to a record shooting night. The Cats made 56.5 percent of their threes (13 of 23).

Houston, the second-most prolific scorer in Southeastern Conference history, added 31 points to his NBA resume.

But Houston had only one basket in the final 7:45: a fangless three- pointer with 63 seconds left.

Brown carried the defense to Houston. On this night, it was a thankless task.

"He's the best two-guard in the nation," Brown said, before adding, ''Allan has the officials on his side. I told the ref, 'I understand he's an All-American. But have you heard of good defense?' "

Brown and teammate Junior Braddy applied it in the clutch. With Tennessee trailing 71-64 and looking for Houston, UK's killer B's denied him the ball.

Tennessee got only an air-ball attempt by Lang Wiseman.

Mashburn and Houston staged an old-fashioned shoot-out in the first half. When the shooting stopped, each All-America candidate had something to be happy about.

Houston had the edge individually, outscoring Mashburn 19-17.

But Kentucky claimed a 45-37 halftime lead thanks largely to a greater three-point boost. The Cats made nine of 14 three-point attempts. Tennessee was 2-for-3.

Mashburn, who had three three-pointers, also punished Tennessee inside. He powered inside or flipped in feathery jumpers.

Mashburn scored 15 of Kentucky's first 22 points. The burst helped the Cats take an early eight-point lead, 14-6.

Houston and reserve forward Kevin Whitted steadied Tennessee. The pair accounted for eight points in a 10-0 Tennessee run that erased a 24-17 UK lead.

Brown's clutch shots fueled Kentucky's rally. He hit two within a minute, then added a third less than a minute later. The rat-a-tat-tat bombing gave

Kentucky a 35-30 lead. It also brought the crowd into the game.

Travis Ford kept the momentum going by stealing a pass and driving to an improbable layup under two defenders.

Kentucky stretched its lead to 45-35 on a Rodrick Rhodes fast-break layup before settling for an eight-point margin at halftime.

Tennessee caught the three-point habit early in the second half. Wiseman hit two threes to start the half to cut UK's lead to 45-43.

When Houston missed a wide-open three, Pitino had seen enough. He called timeout with 18:00 left, presumably to tighten up the perimeter defense.

Houston kept Tennessee close until UK lowered the hammer with two minutes left.

With the Cats nursing a 71-64 lead, Brown, then Braddy when Brown got caught on a screen, kept the ball out of Houston's hands.

The only shot Tennessee could get was a contested turnaround three-point air ball by Wiseman.

Braddy delivered the clincher: a three-pointer in transition.

