CATS TOY WITH DOGS' EMOTION, THEN WIN 84-73

RALLY-KILLING '3' BY WOODS DIMS GEORGIA HOPES

:By Jerry Tipton Herald-Leader staff writer

Date story published: Monday, February 24, 1992 ATHENS, Ga. -- Jamal Mashburn found a novel way to celebrate Kentucky's 84-73 victory over Georgia yesterday.

After the final second ticked off the clock, he heaved a one-handed, 60- foot throw at the basket. The ball banked in.

"Now, I'll buy a ticket for the lottery," Mashburn said.

Now, for the most improbable shot that counted. Standing 23 feet from the basket, Sean Woods -- Sean Woods? -- launched a high-arcing shot.

A Georgia comeback had sliced UK's lead to 71-65 with more than four minutes left.

The 45-second shot clock was one tick from expiration.

The stifling heat inside the Georgia Coliseum -- "A three shirter," UK Coach Rick Pitino said. -- seemed hotter than ever.

Then Woods' throw zipped through the basket. It was only his third three- pointer in Southeastern Conference play, his second since Jan. 11.

It did not hit the rim and barely touched the net.

However, its impact on the game was great.

"An arrow to the heart," Pitino said.

Georgia Coach Hugh Durham overachieved in the analogy department. He likened the psychological damage to an adolescent's heartache.

"It's like you give your girl a cashmere sweater for Christmas," Durham said, "and you break up on New Year's Eve. That happened to me. I was a junior in high school."

Durham's latest heartbreak lowered Georgia's record to 12-11 and dimmed the Bulldogs' chances of an NCAA Tournament bid.

Kentucky continued going steady with success. The Cats improved to 20-5 overall and tied Arkansas and LSU for the SEC's best record at 9-3.

Though Woods had the game's most dramatic shot, UK's victory was the product of many hands.

Mashburn led the way with crushing low-post play and 26 points.

Dale Brown came off the bench to score 18, his best in SEC play and his first double-figure game since he got 13 against Arkansas nearly a month ago.

Brown's inspiration was going scoreless -- 0-for-6 from the field and zip- for-4 on three-pointers -- last month against Georgia and boyhood friend Litterial Green.

"That had a lot to do with it," Brown said after making all seven shots, including four three-pointers. "I was thinking of that."

Green's reaction? "He was impressed," Brown said. "He said, 'Way to shoot the ball.' "

Kentucky needed Brown in this uphill struggle. The Cats did not take a lead until the 14:01 mark of the second half.

Although UK never led, the first half was one of the season's more entertaining.
Thanks to Brown, the Cats stayed close.

Georgia's defense ruled the early going. In the first nine minutes, the Bulldogs blocked five shots and limited UK to 5-for-19 shooting.

Brown had one of the five baskets. With his back to the baseline, he banked in a blind left-handed tip.
Brown broke UK's cold shooting. Again, he did it with his off-hand. He drove the lane and hit a left-handed flip shot. UK made eight of its final 14 shots in the half.
Later in the half, Brown hit a couple of three-pointers.

After the second, which sliced a one-time nine-point deficit to 37-35, Brown said he told himself, "Yeah, I'm ready now."

Enough time remained -- 1:15 -- for one more clutch play from Brown. He slapped a rebound from a Georgia player's hand.

Junior Braddy made the extra possession pay off with a three-pointer, UK's sixth of the half, to cut Georgia's lead at intermission to 39-38.

Georgia led 37-29 with 3:20 left in the first half.

"The difference in the game," Pitino said of the spurt late in the half. "We could have lost our composure. We got back in the game and got momentum."

Said Green, who struggled to a team-high 17 points: "That's what broke our backs."

Georgia did not stop fighting, though. The Bulldogs eased to a 47-40 lead three minutes into the second half.

Then Kentucky's defensive pressure got as hot as the building. In a nine- second span, Georgia turned the ball over three times and UK got six quick points.

Brown floated a high-arcing three-pointer over Green to get the Cats even for the first time, 51-51.
Mashburn's three-pointer at 14:01 gave UK the lead for good, 54-53.

Follow-up three-pointers by Brown and Travis Ford began a run that established Kentucky's largest lead at 66-55. Mashburn's creative post play accounted for back-to-back baskets that widened the margin to 11.

"The press got the three-pointers," Durham said. "The game starting going up and down. When we kept the game spread out (in half-court play), they were shooting threes, but they were at least contested threes."

Georgia got as close as 71-65. Reggie Tinch's steal and driving dunk set the six-point margin and forced a UK timeout with four minutes left.

Georgia's gamelong man-to-man defense tightened. Kentucky got nothing from its offense after the timeout.

As the shot clock wound down, Pitino yelled, "Take it, take it, take it."

